GENERAL ESSAY GUIDELINES

· Double-space

· Use a common font style and an 11-12 point font size

· Use 1” margins

· Do not use first or second person (I, we, you, us, etc.).  Interpret the ideas put forth by the novel - you are the author of the paper, so you don’t need “I believe that…” or “I think that….” 
· PROOFREAD!  You will be penalized for spelling, usage, punctuation and capitalization mistakes

· Use the following heading, placed in the upper left-hand corner of your paper (it should be double-spaced too):

Name

Assignment title
Dorn Block #

Date

· If you know how to do it, please put a header in the upper right-hand corner of each page with your last name and the page number
· Use MLA format to cite page numbers internally: (Author #).
· If you use outside sources beyond the novel, practice citing them at the end of your paper using MLA format (check the Internet [easybib.com] or the RBR Media Center page [research paper resources] for help)

· Do NOT plagiarize!  Understand that plagiarism can consist of copying a single sentence from another source without giving credit to the original author as well as paraphrasing and/or just switching around words in information that you get from another source (especially tempting internet sources like Sparknotes) 
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Use Ms. Dorn’s website for usage, style and mechanics tips!
