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ELEVEN TWELVE AMAZING ESSAY-WRITING TIPS

1. Opening paragraph:
NO: General statement +/or non-text example

YES:  Summary of the book’s plot, narrowing down to your thesis

Lord of the Flies, a novel by William Golding, follows the events that occur after a group of young schoolboys becomes stranded on an island after a plane crash. The boys must make a plan to survive and two separate groups emerge.  One of the group leaders, Ralph, encourages the boys to approach their situation logically and focus on rescue. Another boy, Jack, leads them toward action and hunting. The boys struggle for power, and through their ideas and actions, each boy represents a different type of government. Ultimately, Ralph becomes a symbol of democracy, while Jack represents fascism.
· Introduction to book

· General to specific

· End with thesis statement

2. Each paragraph’s topic (and concluding) sentence should reflect a thesis point

Topic sentence: 

Gatsby’s shirts do not only illustrate his wealth, they represent the superficiality of his desires.
Concluding sentence:  

Although Gatsby’s closet full of expensive shirts reflects his social status, they also demonstrate that he is focused more on external appearance than internal depth.
3. Always provide context before a quotation*
4. Lead into/introduce each quotation

When Romeo first sees Juliet at her father’s party,* he is nearly overwhelmed by her beauty. He stares at her from across the room*, whispering to himself, “Oh, she doth teach the torches to burn bright” (2.3.44).
5. After each quotation, connect it to your thesis point. 
The boys gather on the beach one night to celebrate the excitement of the hunt.* As they march around the bonfire they have built, they begin to chant “Kill the beast! Kill the beast!” (120). Caught up in the mesmerizing rhythm of the chant, the boys become increasingly agitated and violent. When Simon unwittingly wanders into the circle, the boys kill him as if he were an animal, illustrating the power of the bloodthirsty, merciless culture Jack has created.
6. Always choose active voice over passive voice
Passive:

In Langston Hughes’s poetry, metaphors of geography, the physical body, and music are used to represent the struggles of African-Americans in early 20th century America.
Active:

In his poetry, Langston Hughes uses metaphors of geography, the physical body, and music to represent the struggles of African-Americans in early 20th century America.
7. Make sure each verb is in present tense

NO: As his power increaseD, Jack convinceD the boys that Ralph was their enemy and began a hunt to kill him.
YES: As his power increaseS, Jack convinceS the boys that Ralph is their enemy and begins a hunt to kill him.

8. Use proper punctuation for book and poem titles

Underline OR italicize: don’t do both!   
NO: “Lord of the Flies”

YES:  Lord of the Flies OR Lord of the Flies
9. What do you do with quotations over 4 typed lines? INDENT two tabs!

Dickens writes that

…every human creature is constituted to be that profound secret and mystery to every other…. A solemn consideration, when I enter a great city by night that every one of those darkly clustered houses encloses its own secret; every room I every one of them encloses its own secret; that every beating heart…is…a secret to the heart nearest it! (9).
Then start your next sentence at the lefthand margin.
10. Use proper MLA citation of a source

MORE than one work discussed? Use author last name and page number: (Author #); e.g., (Hesse 52)

ONLY ONE work discussed? Use only the page number: (#); e.g., (52)
NO PERIOD within quotation, only after the citation:  e.g., “Nothing essential can be taught” (Hesse 23).
11.  Does your conclusion recap your arguments individually?

At least one sentence for each point you make!  Try to connect your points.  Work on a larger conclusion as well, striving to answer the question, “So what?” about the argument you’ve made.
BONUS TIP! 12 for the price of 11!
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   Proofread. PLEASE.
Man, I could sure use some help with this thing….








